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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 10762 130904Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-00 10-14 AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-00 FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 SS-15 STR-07 ITC-01 
TRSE-00 ICA-20 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 DOE-15 /131 W 

038923 130907Z/15 

P 130900Z JUN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8769 

UNCLAS TOKYO 10762 

PASS AGRICULTURE ELECTRONICALLY 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAGR, JA 

SUBJECT: STRAUSS/USHIBA EOLLOW-UP: MTN RESPONSE ON BEEE 
AND CITRUS 

1. ASAHI SHIMBUN JUNE 13 REPORTS "GOVERNMENT SOURCE" 

DISCLOSED JUNE 12 THAT GOJ HAS FIRMED UP ITS POSITION ON 
CITRUS FOR MTN AND HAS DECIDED ON VIRTUAL "ZERO REPLY" 

TO AMERICAN REQUESTS ON CITRUS BECAUSE OF OVERSUPPLY 
OF MIKANS. ARTICLE GOES ON TO SPECULATE THAT U.S. MADE 
SUCH STRONG DEMAND ON CITRUS BECAUSE U.S. HAS LOST 
ENTHUSIASM FOR BEEF EXPORTS TO JAPAN BECAUSE OE RECENT 
BEEF PRICE INCREASES IN U.S. ASAHI REPORTER EXPRESSES 
DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER U.S. WILL ACCEPT JAPANESE EXPLANA- 
TIONS FOR NON-RESPONSE ON CITRUS AND NOTES THAT OPINION 
GROWING ON JAPANESE SIDE THAT TARIEF CUTS ON SOME OF 80 
ITEMS OTHER THAN CITRUS REQUESTED BY U.S. WILL BE NECESSARY 
TO PERSUADE U.S. TO ACCEPT GOJ POSITION ON CITRUS. 

2. SIGNALS THAT CITRUS IS TOUGHEST AGRICULTURAL PROBLEM 
FOR GOJ IN MTN HAVE BEEN FREQUENT IN PAST PEW WEEKS. IDEA 
THAT U.S. NO LONGER INTERESTED IN BEEF EXPORTS IS NEW 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 10762 130904Z 

INVENTION, PRESUMABLY BY ASAHI REPORTER AND NOT ANYONE 
IN GOJ. ASAHI WAS ONLY PAPER TO CARRY THIS STORY. MANSPIE- 
LD 
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